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I&riends and Bamily of @rossWalk,

We have just begun the small group study Radical
by David Platt. This study ties in very well with the
Christian season of Lent that is just beginning for it
calls us to re-examine our relationship with Jesus.

In the initial session we looked at Matthew 10:37-
38: “The person who loves father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me; the person who loves
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of
Me. And whoever doesn’t take up his cross: and
follow Me is not worthy of Me.”

Of course, we love our parents, our children and our
brothers and sisters. Jesus commands us to love one
another as He has loved us. What these verses are
saying is we must love Him more than anyone else
including our families. Platt then poses the
question, “Have we ever really come to Jesus on
His terms?” The fact of the matter is that we tend to
want Jesus on our terms. When He calls us to live
according to His ways we often complain as we
comply reluctantly. But as Platt notes, “Christianity
does not consist of begrudging obedience to Christ.
Biblical Christianity sees the supremacy of Christ
and is so drawn toward Him that our love for Him
drives everything we do...Being a disciple of Jesus
Christ means you forsake all relationships in favor
of an intimate relationship with Him.”

I know that if | am to love Jesus more, it is only by
His Spirit that 1 am enabled to do so. We need one

o= 0 8 e o T (R0 0 TR R e TR S0 o (o g

e R et

another as well to encourage each other in this
journey of faith. Imprinted in the foyer of our
church building is our motto: “Walking a life of
passion and purpose for Jesus Christ.” The reality
of this statement is manifested as we take up our
cross and follow Him. Only then are we worthy of
Him...and Christ alone makes us worthy.

Qoar brothor and fellow soxsant in
Chris,
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Megssanes for the Honth

MARCH 04, 2018- 1 Corinthians 1:18 - 25
‘From Fool to Tool” Third Sunday in Lent —
Communion

MARCH 11, 2018 - John 3:14 - 21 - “Look
at Jesus” — Fourth Sunday in Lent

MARCH 18, 2018 — Hebrew 5:5 - 10 - “Jesus:
Down and Dirty” — Fifth Sunday in Lent

MARCH 29, 2018 - =aster Musical — Palm

Sunday: - i
OurS’caxCF
Pastor: Kirk Werner
c}ulcl Carc Dircctor: Linda Odle
Music Director: Joshua Jordan
Director of Cl-n'lclrcn’s Ministries:

Anna Baker

Class of 2018:

Donna Carter, Matt Peterson &
Greg Waldrop

Class of 201 9:

John Carson, Dale Lutton &
Courtney Scollard

Class of 2020:

Carol Jordan, Jim Slyman &
Maurice Brier

L_.J. Olafson — 6"
Patrick Fletcher - 13™
Dawn Briere — 22
Jim Slyman - 24t

CEQ%WWWwﬁﬁ-
,F//)/ﬂ.hf i ”,Ir._—x. J%/;b
J¢%;

Maurice & Dawn Briere 10%
Mike & Karen Walkup 15%

Courtney Scollard - 29"\
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=8  Kids Crossing with Jim Odle
6

?90 March 04: Irving Rosa

25 March 11: Matt Peterson

7.0 March 18: Travis Baker

;(; March 25: Courtney Scollard
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Preschool Room with Linda Odle:

() March 04: Dawn Briere

gﬂ; March 11: Sue Werner

‘"%0 March 18: Karin Morton

E@ March 25: Lindsay Rosa

?% If you cannot work your scheduled time, please
?R(t swap with someone and if you cannot find a
i;é@ substitute, call Linda Odle at 690-9358 or 207-
(s 2623. When you know you can’t work in the
% nursery, please e-mail the date(s) to
= [lodle@comcast.net or put them in writing and
240 give themto Linda Odle in the nursery. Thanks!

o300 R R0 e e T T o T e o e o o

e R T R TR R e e e T e T e T e
Babies/Toddlers &
Kids Crossing Children

Come love on the youngest members of our church
family. You will have no preparation or teaching.
Just come help. You can choose to help with the
babies/toddlers/preschool ~ or  Kids Crossing
children. You can pick-up a FREE CD of the
complete service before you leave church.

To help please contact Ms. Linda in the nursery or call
690-9358 I:Qr more information

Feow You Can Felp

The Good News Club at New Fopewell
Elementary

These children need strong Christian roll models to
love them. When a child tells you the reason they
live with the grandparents is because the dad killed
himself in prison, and the mother, by law, isn't
allowed to see this child, you know you are there to
serve God. If you think, maybe you would like to
love these children for the Lord, please talk to
Linda Odle, Carolyn Carson, Laine Donnell, or
Pastor Kirk or come visit the GNC. We meet
2:00pm until 4:30pm on Wednesdays, and we
really need to have more helpers. Please contact
Linda Odle at 690-9358. The children need you in
many ways.

The school also needs breakfast bars, pop tarts
and other quickie breakfast foods to give to the
children who are late and haven't had anything to
eat. With the Flu as bad as it is, they also need
Lysol Spray and Clorox Wipes. These things do
not have to be name brands and can be from the
Dollar Store or other low cost stores. School
supplies are always needed anytime during the
school year.
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mailto:jlodle@comcast.net
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% SPECIAL SUNDAY MORNING )
@'ﬁ\) o G’q
* ANNOUNCEMENTSE Refreshment Schedule -
s« &
&% ... CrosswWalk Café - Meaolt2Cie &y
B S, }/’“ 5 4 Anna & Travis Baker 609-1854 o
vi(‘ 5 33 Courtney & Matt Scollard 789-1999 %«
) Greg Waldrop 598-0108 §
b et Sl o ¢
}“ Loais” = April 2018 ;%
& ("-’: ‘vl' A ELET o 'J: | N
;ﬁ n {7V @{’j_f:?@ Debbie & Dale Lutton 744-8952 g@;
e hrret s Donna & Rhett Carter 454-9536 &y
?gﬁ Spring is just around the corner and our next cafe’ May 2018 ?‘Z)@
B, il molite sardyich Sincrs. saadiehibe e Lis & Brad Brummett 746-G517 B
75" dessert. Thisis a great time to enjoy good food and St b L
58 conversation around the table. Come join in the

fun!

THANK YOU...KUDOS...APPLAUSE!!!

S 4 3 -
."V [ i y

g5
7=t e
/
?)\CQ \ b “ e

The session would like to say THANK YOU to all
families for your service on the Refreshment Ministry
Team. When you join the church, you are assigned to
this team, as we feel it is a ministry that all can
participate in. You are paired with another family and

bt
LAY aI0 A
e le

(e

;%(@

@ given one month (every 1 1/2 — 2 years) to provide CrossWalk famlly, if you see a need to ‘7@(‘
% Sunday morning refreshments. Most teams take two replenish coffee supplies such as coffee, hot/cold %f%
?@% weeks each; others share in the entire month. It is up to cups, paper towels, kitchen dish soap or &
%@ you. Please remember that you are NOT responsible men’s/women’s room supplies, please let us know §~g@
;'(; for providing breakfast for everyone. This is just a by; (1) noting what is needed on the bulletin ?;b:‘@
% light refreshment to have with coffee or juice. (Coffee is board in the kitchen for refreshment supplies %%«
B provideathy thesahurell L1 Rl e Teame pRovidc:ts and (2) noting on the rest room listing in the rest 2
?;ﬂ their gift to the church in service to our Lord. Be sure rooms so that supplies can be replenished before %@

/‘g

&

2 and show your gratitude... We are certainly grateful to

they are completely out. If you have questions,

%@ bR please contact Judy Campbell or Sue Werner. %@
g‘% *The teams are posted on the bulletin board for the Thank you! %%«
2= year and printed 3 months ahead in the newsletter, so §1§
?;ﬂ that you can plan ahead. @
2 i 2
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o We Need Your Help!
¥ } f,.,_j\‘

by

=
‘Continuing

the work \
of J

\

csSus

Peacefully, Simply. Together,
1 - =% ZRALE T TR 1

TR

=il bmas- - owbee dl

We want to help those who are in need of help! It
may be yourself, a neighbor, coworker, friend or
family member. We know there are needs out there
but we need your help to know what those needs
are.

Please pray that the Lord will bring to our minds
those He would have us serve. As you are made
aware of how we may minister in the name of
Christ, please contact Matt Peterson at (865) 356-
2113 or Kirk Werner at (865) 599-0808.

Check out our website!

Have you checked out our website lately? It’s a
great way to introduce people to our church.
Navigate through the site and see pictures of
various activities. There are photos of JAM (Jesus
and Me children’s ministry), church events, a
calendar of events, and the weekly messages are
catalogued in the media section. This is a helpful
tool in keeping informed and a good resource to
refer to your friends. The web address is
www.crosswalkepc.org. y
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Maundy Thursday Service

Please consider joining us March 29, 2018 at 7:00
p.m. for our Maundy Thursday worship service.
This service derives its name from the Latin term
mandatum which means “command.” Jesus, on the
night he was betrayed gave this command in John
13:34-35: “4 new command | give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” This is a special
time of reflection on what it means to be His
disciple. What it means to love as Jesus loves. o

CrossWalk Reminder! = & &
"-.'.,f.- %75&

Women’s/Girl’s Brunch

What: Women's/Girl's Brunch

When: Saturday, April 7
Why: Food, Crafts, & Fellowship!



http://www.crosswalkepc.org/
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e : Biblical Commentary &
$ Pl
g John 3:14-21 &
ol 50
;‘»(‘ JOHN 3:1-13. NICODEMUS %%%31‘
20 Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus leads into ;%1‘
;’Qﬁ(‘ this passage about three related subjects: @(‘
& CHURCH CLEANING COMMITTEE &
3 » The Son of Man being lifted up g2
&  Mar 07— Mar 10 - Mike & Karen Walkup « Eternal life 20}
. » Judgment &=,
50 Mar 14 — Mar 17 — Mike & Karen Walkup i =
“’Q{ H (13 - %SV%
‘i(‘ L e ks Jesus told Nicodemus, “Unless one is born anew, ¢
; 7 Mar 21 — Mar 24 — Rhe S e he can’t see the Kingdom of God” (v. 3). @
g~o Mar 28 — Mar 31 — Rhett & Donna Carter Nicodemus did not ynderstand .Jesus byt thought %%
9 that Jesus was speaking of physical rebirth. “How %
&2 . 4 &
30 can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter - ¢
¢ f(‘ > a second time into his mother’s womb and be O‘f{%
2 / born?” he asked (v. 4). Good questions! -
Sy PLedselr (v. 4) g &y
% Jesus explained, but his explanation was as %
o= puzzling as his original statement: “That which is %\
%i% If you use the church during the week, please, be born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of ?é‘
f@ sure to take your trash with you when you leave — the Spirit is spirit... The wind blows where it é@
% especially food waste. wants to, and you hear its sound, but don’t know &,
= where it comes from and where it is going. So is ?;3
%@ everyone who is born of the Spirit” (v. 6, 8). Just s ¢
@ as Jesus’ parables conceal as much as they reveal, é@;
% Jesus’ words do the same here. It is not surprising %
o= Time Change that Nicodemus fails to understand. %\
=0 ; : a
‘”’*(‘ - After commenting on Nicodemus’ lack of o%@
== Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour, understanding, Jesus said, “If I told you earthly %

% Saturday night March 10th as we spring forward to : - - =
%@ Thay-Hig ) :  SPrng things and you don’t believe, how will you <\¢
; i,y daylight savings time which begins Sunday March believe if | tell you heavenly things? No one has °§¢
% 11, 2018. ascended into heaven, but he who descended out %«
s of heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven” (vv. ?@}
L) 12-13). It is this last comment about being 5.
%@ “descended from heaven” that leads directly into ‘%@
5 S
“’%0 our text. He who came down (descended) from %f%
;2%@ heaven must be “lifted up” (v. 14). %

@ (3
?% 4 There are no quotation marks in the original text to %\z
B signal the end of Jesus’ discourse, so it is difficult %

3 | : &,
éﬂt to know where Jesus stops addressing Nicodemus ¢
g@ . direct_ly and v_vhere John begins to explain Jesus’ S;éf\@
&y Don’t forget to set all meaning to his readers. In verse 11, when Jesus &
e says, “most certainly I tell you,” the “you” is >
@ of your clocks one singular, so he is still addressing Nicodemus. =36
%’% hour ahead! Thereafter, however, the pronouns are plural. Many %%1‘
;?% scholars think that Jesus is speaking through verse &
% ¢ 15, and that verses 16-21 are John’s explanation. g%%
% 4
Q’% Q’g \?q G’q W‘% G’q @\Q}‘ @‘q Vz\Q}‘ G’q @@\‘ o iond G’/’% LA V\q) G’q V% l?‘q (‘.“\g G{S:‘ﬁ G“@\ G{S:‘ﬁ Vq Oz*g Vgg CCFQ) d’q C"% C"% 0% 0% qu
3058 320 22 T 1R T T T TR 1 TR R 0 (2 T fR T R T 0 0 T80 T TR0 TR0 TR0 PR TR TR T o
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Others believe that Jesus is speaking through verse
21.

OVERVIEW
JOHN 3:14-21

This passage links three related subjects as noted
above: (1) the lifting up of the Son of Man, which
makes eternal life possible. (2) God’s love for the
world, which prompted God’s gift of the Son so that
those who believe in him should have eternal life.
(3) The judgment or condemnation of those who do
not believe in the Son.

These three are so closely related as to be one
theme, but we often fail to treat them that way. We
tend to memorize verse 16 and to disregard what
goes before and what follows. The reason is clear.
Verse 16 is positive and reassuring, and we delight
in its message of God’s love and our salvation.
Verses 14-15 link Jesus’ death to a rather odd Old
Testament story, the meaning of which seems
obscure. Verses 17-21 speak of judgment and
condemnation, which makes them far less attractive
than verse 16. We hear that which we want to hear,
and we want to hear about love and salvation.

We must help people understand not only the grace
but also the judgment of this text. The grace has no
meaning in isolation from the judgment. If we have
no sin, we need no forgiveness. If there is no
judgment, we require no grace.

SO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED
UP

JOHN 3:14-15.

14*“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, 15that whoever (Greek: pas) believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life” (Greek:
Zoe aionios).

These verses answer Nicodemus’ question, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” (v. 4). Both the “lifted up” serpent
and the “lifted up” Jesus confer new life on those
who look upon or believe in them.

“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness” (v. 14). The story is from Numbers
21:4-9, and every Jewish child knows it. The
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Israelites sinned by grumbling against God for
bringing them out of Egypt into the wilderness.
God punished them with a plague of fiery serpents,
killing many: Israelites. The Israelites confessed
their sin and begged for mercy, so God told Moses
to make a bronze serpent and hold it aloft on a pole.
Whoever looked up at the bronze serpent was saved
from the fiery serpents—given new life—born
anew.

Keep in mind Jesus’ earlier comment about being
born anew (v. 3) and Nicodemus’ question about
re-entering his mother’s womb to be born again (V.
4). Jesus might expect Nicodemus to link the
serpent story to Jesus’ words about being born
another—again—from above.

“even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that

%
()

whoever believes in him should not perish, but % ¢
have eternal life” (zoe aionios) (v. 14-15). The ;it
parallels between the Moses story and the Jesus %
story are several. In both stories: ?%(‘
» The people were in danger of death because of Z@
their sin. &=
» God provides the agent of salvation—the bronze §$
serpent in the first story and the Son of Man in the fg@
second. é?%(‘
* The agent of salvation is lifted up. ?&S
* The people are saved by looking at—or believing %@
in—God’s agent of salvation. ;‘%1;
However, there are two significant differences: %?
» The bronze snake was only a piece of bronze, ?FQ\@
having no saving power in itself. When Israelites 5@
began to make offerings to the bronze serpent, @
treating it as an idol, Hezekiah destroyed it (2 Kings %
18:4). Jesus, however, is invested with saving %
power and is worthy of our worship. %@
» Looking at the “lifted up” bronze snake gave the %‘
Israelites extended physical life. Looking upon the g%@
“lifted up” Jesus gives us eternal life. é%’%
The term, “lifted up,” has multiple meanings in @
this Gospel. It refers to Jesus’ cross, but it also @
refers to his resurrection/ascension/glorification. &
Jesus will be lifted up on the cross, the great Paschal gi‘
sacrifice; he will be raised up on the third day, @
conquering ~ death. His cross ~ and  his %%«
resurrection/ascension are simply different facets Q«E}
of his glorification. This Gospel does not include an %@

29 A | 2w, A . 3 72 &2 Q% 2w o A 07 @7 ?&‘
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% account of the ascension itself but does include FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD %;%“
& several allusions to it by Jesus (6:62; 7:33; 13:3; _ =6
£y 14:28;16:10, 16, 28; 17:11, 13; 20:17). JOHN 3:16 &
= g =
o “that whoever (pas—everyone, all) believes 16“For God so loved the world (Greek: kosmos) %’%%&
& s (pisteuo) in him” (v. 15a). The fact that Jesus uses tha_t he gave h_|s one and only Son,_that whoever @
2=" pas (everyone, all) here serves as a hint that the belleves.ln”hlm should not perish but have &
?b(‘ Gospel will not be limited to Israel but will extend eternal life. g“
. ¢ to a!l .the world—a fact that Jesus makes more “For God so loved the world (kosmos) that he %@
50 explicit in verse 16. gave his one and only Son” (v. 16a). This is an %%1‘
B To believe (pisteuo) is to be convinced that amazing statement given the generally negative
3 Al ¢ : view of the kosmos (world) in this Gospel: ="
;}‘ something is true—to trust it—to have faith. The peh ﬁ(‘
&, author of Hebrews defines faith as the “assuranci « The kosmos (world) came into being through the @
% -1 nhitingvhopededom IR0k o [hines net Secy Word, but the kosmos did not know the Word (1:9). &
?Q(t (He_brews 1_1.1). Be_llef mak_es it pos_3|t_>le for people « The Lamb of God has come to take away the sins ?R(t
() to live confidently in the midst of difficulty. of the kosmos (1:29). God loved the kosmos and g@&
“X8 But the object of our belief is critical. Belief in a sent his Son to save the kosmos (3:16-17)—but the %,
2 i cople of the kosmos “loved the darkness rather 3
=y false leader (such as Hitler) or system (such as RER S _ L s
4=~ Communism) can lead to catastrophic results. The than the light; for their works were evil” (3:19). ?‘}
%@ promise that Jesus makes in these verses is for those » Jesus will give his flesh as bread for the life of the @
% who believe in him-—who follow him—who find kosmos (6:51), but the kosmos hates him “because (@%(‘
= : ST : I testify about it, that its works are evil” (7:7; cf =
s their hope in his promises. y 3 D R
%@ 15:18). 50
% “should not perish but have eternal (aionios) ot : 3 “%(;
e 3L - . « Jesus® disciples are “of this kosmos,* but Jesus is &=
% life” (zoe) (v. 15b). This is the first mention of “ eI e ’ %
7= eternal life in this Gospel, where it is mentioned not of this kosmos™ (8:23). _ =
%i@ seventeen times, fifteen from the lips of Jesus. The * Jesus has come into this kosmos for Judgrtl‘ent ¢
@ word life, which often has the same sense, also (O L Elanover: Ther RIS Cos witat: cihath i %@
& appears frequently. kosmos has gone after (Jesus)” (12:19). &
?“ * The kosmos cannot receive the Spirit of truth, “for ?&‘
5 ‘6 The Greek word aionios means age or having to do it doesn’t see him, neither knows him” (14:17). ‘%@
% with an age, which reflects the Jewish believe in » Jesus prays for his disciples, who must remain in %\1«
‘2 this age (evil, Galatians 1:4) and the age to come the kosmos while Jesus returns to the Father (17:11 ?;g}
=& (righteous—the resurrection life). In the Synoptic ff.). Jesus’ kingdom “is not of this kosmos™ (18:36). &
% Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), eternal life is : &
Rl i age to come” terms (Luke 18:30). How could God love such a world? Luther said, “If ?’g}
?Kf‘ However, in the Gospel of John, God grants eternal | were as our Lord God, and these vile people were %@
£ life to the believer in the present (John 3:36; 5:40). as disobedient Ca they now be, I would knock the %y
i C.H. Dodd called this “realized eschatology”— world to pieces” (quoted b3" Gossip, 510). The ‘?@@%
%@ emphasizing eternal life as present now for those Tlracle is that God does not! God sends the Son %@«
=" who believe in Jesus. This distinction, however, is fanacrhoeven acheyes I ik thot ic ol perisit =
230 - less than perfect. In John 12:25, eternal life clearly but have eternal life.” Luther calls this verse “the (]
%i has a future cast gospel in miniature.” God’s motive is love and &
® : : o bR : b
= God’s objective is salvation. However, God ?,g}
?g% We tend to think of eternal life as life without end, provides not salvation but opportunity to the world. gﬂ;
“"gﬁ(‘ and it does have that sense (6:58). However, it also Those who actually receive eternal life are those %@
%?% refers to a quality of life lived in the presence of who believe in the Son. o=
2@“ God. Later, in his prayer, Jesus will define eternal . : t %i&
ﬁi@ life thusly: “This is eternal life, that they should This would also be amazing to Nlcode’mus. He fg%@
&3, know you, the only true God, and him whom you understands that God loves Israel, God’s chosen é=
gg“ sent, Jesus Christ” (17:3). people but would find it difficult to believe that %@
8 ’ <)
v %
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% God loves the world. judge (Greek: krine) the world, but that the world ﬁ’s%‘
¢ _ _ _ : ! should be saved through him”. é%@
¢ The wording of this verse is very much like that in &
)3 U the story of Abraham, who was commanded by 18He who beli in him i : 3&
= - e who believes in him is not judged. He who &=
- 8 God, “Now take your son, your only son, whom doesn’t believe has been judged already, because he ?&
s You love, even lsaac, and go into the land of has not believed in the name of the one and only %%1‘
A e G e B Son of God. 19This is the judgment, that the light 5,
?T one of_the mountains which I will tell you 01_’ has come into the world, and men loved the %
7.8 (Genesis 22:2). Abraham prepared to obey this darkness rather than the light; for their works were %=
g command but was prevented by an angel of God evil. 20For everyone who does evil hates the light, 4
“'Q\(‘ from Sa'CI’IfICIng h',s 8o God, however, d,oes not and doesn’t come to the light, lest his works would ‘é%(‘
&~ -Spare himself, God's giving;0f his Son begins with be exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes to g
?%“ the Incarnation but requires the cross. the light, that his works may be revealed, that they g“
?,“ God’s response is not “weak indulgence (but) have been done in God.” ?<§
%f ® divine self-sacrifice” (Gossip, 5}0). It would have SR Gal-didn e send his Son o the “world. fo i%%
?ﬁ been far less costly for God to ignore the world’s judge (krine) the world, but that the world should g@t
gjo sins and to allow people to live in darkness, but that be saved through him” (v. 17). This verse states & R
?q(‘ would reflect, not love, but apathy. God’s purpose in sending the Son. It is not to ?%(‘
7= Earthly parents provide an analogy. It is far more condemn (krine) the world, but to save it. Krine ?‘}
?’(f‘ costly in time and energy for a parent to supervise can mean judged, but in this context—set over %
4 achild rather than letting the child run wild. Some against saved—dlt mearrl]s condlt(ejmtr)led. God sends the =
% parents prefer not to constrain their child, but what Son,dnot to conkem}r: t e_fwo; ' ‘{t to sa\/lg I}tlll é’%
2= appears to be a gift of freedom instead jeopardizes We dare not take the gift of God’s Son lightly. It &
a’ﬁ“ the child’s welfare. It is not a “hands-off” policy Wab.dih enormOL_Jst costly g'_ft for God to give, and w=$
f@ that demonstrates love, but a willingness to make we ignore the gift at our peril. i@
?@ thedne_cessaryhsacrlflg?_s to keepdt_he cnlldssafe. God This verse appears to be in conflict with 9:39, ‘Q@
% made just such a sacrifice in sending the Son to save where Jesus says, “I came into this world for %
= the world. judgment.” We should not imagine, however, that %\
3“ “have eternal life” The word “have” is present Jesus_came into the world to shut the door on ?&@
£ tense, suggesting that believers possess it in the unbelievers. He came to hold open the door to the - ¥34
i@ here and now rather than having to wait for some klngfjom of GOdl so those who V};’Ol"d %“te_r on @
%@ future inheritance. This is Johannine “realized Gor? 3 tﬁrmsd\ivqu df‘t_>e sar:/ed. It as uma?] eC'S'ﬁn B
7= eschatology”—the already-received gift—eternal rather than divine |,at that condemns those who %
%%@ life as relationship with God beginning now. refuse to accept God’s terms. %ﬁ
?Kf‘ John 3:16 is probably the most loved verse in the Jesus® saving work reveals a dark side of earthly %2@
4 Bible, and we hear it frequently. It suffers from life. If it is necessary for God to send the Son to é%@
%4 being so often repeated apart from its context. We save the world, it must be that the Wf’”d needs %g\.ﬂ;
%ﬂ‘ must not forget that it is “whoever believes in (the saving—is lost. Furthermore, the Son’s work is %@«
= Son of Man)” who “should not perish” (3:15)— efflcac;lous only if th‘e Wprld accspts the proffered ?g}
4 and that the one “who doesn’t believe has been §alvgt19n. Johp puts it this way: “He ’WhO beheves g{@
%@a judged already, because he has not believed in in him is not judged. He who doesn’t believe has &,
%= the name of the one and only Son of God” (3:18). been judged already, because he has not believed in ?’E}
?gﬂ the name of the one and only Son of God” (v. 18). gﬂt
@g*(‘ FOR GOD DIDN’T SEND HIS SON INTO . § %«
e THE WORLD TO JUDGE “because he has not believed in the name of the one 3=
?;@ and only Son of God” (v. 18b). Jesus’ name is the @
%’% JOHN 3:17-21 Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Joshua, which %%1‘
%\i means “Yahweh (God) saves.” The New &
%é‘ 17*For God didn’t send his Son into the world to Testament gives Jesus many titles (Christ, Messiah, %@
¢ -6
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2\“ Lord, Master, etc.), but Jesus (“God saves”) is his been done in God” (v. 21). But just as the one who §

¢ name. The one who fails to believe in the name of loves the darkness does evil works (v. 19), so also &
‘”\»(; the savior has not accepted the salvation offered by i . ‘S%(;
?%(‘ the savior, and thus “has been judged (krino: judged the one who Ic_)ves the light will do good Works_. The %«
%8 ¢ condemned) already.” picture here is a Godly person v_vho QOes _hls/her 5l

» good work without fanfare but lives in faith that @(‘
g5 Just as we had a clear statement of Jesus’ purpose hisfher works will “be revealed, that they have &=
?b(‘ in v. 16—that he came to save the world—so we been done in God.” %&‘
220 have a clear statement now of the problem—*“This T : é%it
& s is the judgment, that the light has come into the Tr_]ere is, in the New Testament, a ten_smn betweeg @
?Q\ world, and men loved darkness rather than the faith and works. Are we saved by faith or works? =3
?J light; for their works were evil” (v. 19). Such a Paul answers clearly that we have been saved by ¢
£ person “hates the light and does not come to the fa}lth (Romans 3:27-28, 4:1-5; 11:6; Galatians 2:16; g@‘
g light, lest his works would be exposed” (v. 20). The i, LR SANGION | I8 alallahie ORI g
e . : e grace—as a gift from God. el
0 images conjured up by such language are sinister %%
7=~ but all too real. They remind us of the danger of But James says that genuine faith will result in ?%%
?h(t dark streets—illicit transactions accompll_shed in works, and any faith that produces no good works %@
; ¢ out c_)f the way places—pe(_)ple_z .clothed in _dark is not real faith (James 2:14-18). ?é%
¢= clothing to make themselves invisible in the night. &
50 Paul would agree. While he emphasizes that we s&

Both our history and our newspapers are replete

; cannot win salvation by our good works, he also ?é%
with examples of people who love darkness

acknowledges “that the unrighteous will not %«

&5

2
% because their deeds are evil. The twentieth centur inthi S
§% : 1 ' : y inherit the Kingdom of God?” (1 Corinthians 2=
%@ was filled with examples of monstrous evil. The 6:9). He enjoins us to live, not according to the (]
@ Holocaust is the most .fa,m|l|ar example,, but other flesh, but according to the Spirit, and says that the ;%1;
% examples include S‘ta{m s purges, Mao’s Cultural fruits of the Spirit are “love, joy, peace, patience, §5,
b= Revolution, Idi Amin’s reign of terror in Uganda, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self- 2=
@ Pol Pot’s killing fields in Cambodia, and many control” (Galatians 5:16-26). g%j@
% others. Each of these despots was responsible for cﬁ%
2= the murders of millions, and there seemed no end %\
?“ to their blood lust. The twenty-first century is 5&‘
'6 young, but has already demonstrated that there are, %%

o i §

% indeed, people who love darkness rather than light %\1«
?% because their deeds are evil—people who hate the j}g}
=8 light and will not come to the light—people who L]
?ﬁia pursue evil and hate that which is good. g’s%i;
P ; 4 G@Q\
=& We are hesitant to judge other people, and %?ﬂ‘
g&; rightfully S0 We canpot know _a” the nuances of a %7‘3%@
«Q’(‘ person’s life, so the judgment is best left to God. e%f%
E However, some darkness is so dark and some light %
éﬂ‘ is so light that we can hardly miss seeing the =
G’% - QC’Q\
L0 difference. gﬂ‘
S Theral sthatthre &
s The reality, however, is that there is some darkness- L=
?;5@ loving in every heart—dark secrets that we prefer @
g not to share with anyone. There is some sense in &
& which all of us live in the shadows. 2;9
6 . <
< “But he who does the truth comes to the light, &
that his works may be revealed, that they have ggi‘
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