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riends and amily of ross alk, 
 

We have just begun the small group study Radical 

by David Platt. This study ties in very well with the 

Christian season of Lent that is just beginning for it 

calls us to re-examine our relationship with Jesus. 
 

In the initial session we looked at Matthew 10:37-

38: “The person who loves father or mother more 

than Me is not worthy of Me; the person who loves 

son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 

Me. And whoever doesn’t take up his cross and 

follow Me is not worthy of Me.” 
 

Of course, we love our parents, our children and our 

brothers and sisters. Jesus commands us to love one 

another as He has loved us. What these verses are 

saying is we must love Him more than anyone else 

including our families. Platt then poses the 

question, “Have we ever really come to Jesus on 

His terms?” The fact of the matter is that we tend to 

want Jesus on our terms. When He calls us to live 

according to His ways we often complain as we 

comply reluctantly. But as Platt notes, “Christianity 

does not consist of begrudging obedience to Christ. 

Biblical Christianity sees the supremacy of Christ 

and is so drawn toward Him that our love for Him 

drives everything we do…Being a disciple of Jesus 

Christ means you forsake all relationships in favor 

of an intimate relationship with Him.” 
 

I know that if I am to love Jesus more, it is only by  

His Spirit that I am enabled to do so. We need one  

 

 

 

another as well to encourage each other in this 

journey of faith. Imprinted in the foyer of our 

church building is our motto: “Walking a life of 

passion and purpose for Jesus Christ.” The reality 

of this statement is manifested as we take up our 

cross and follow Him. Only then are we worthy of 

Him…and Christ alone makes us worthy. 
 

Your brother and fellow servant in  
Christ,   

Kirk 

 



 

 04, 2018– 1 Corinthians 1:18 - 25 
“From Fool to Tool” Third Sunday in Lent – 

Communion  
 

 11, 2018 – John 3:14 - 21 - “Look 

at Jesus” –  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

 18, 2018 – Hebrew 5:5 - 10 - “Jesus: 

Down and Dirty” – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

 25, 2018  – Easter Musical – Palm 

Sunday -   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

irthdays

 

L.J. Olafson – 6th 
Patrick Fletcher - 13th 

Dawn Briere – 22nd 

Jim Slyman - 24th 

Courtney Scollard - 29th 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Maurice & Dawn Briere 10th
 

Mike & Karen Walkup 15th
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Our Staff 

Pastor:  Kirk Werner 

Child Care Director: Linda Odle 

Music Director: Joshua Jordan 

Director of Children’s Ministries:            
 Anna Baker 

 

Class of 2018: 
Donna Carter, Matt Peterson & 

Greg Waldrop 
 

Class of 2019: 
John Carson, Dale Lutton & 

Courtney Scollard 
 

Class of 2020: 
Carol Jordan, Jim Slyman & 

Maurice Brier 
 

 
 



 

Nursery Schedule 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Kids Crossing with Jim Odle 
 

March 04: Irving Rosa 

March 11: Matt Peterson 

March 18: Travis Baker 

March 25: Courtney Scollard 

 

 
 

 
 

Preschool Room with Linda Odle: 
 

March 04: Dawn Briere 

March 11: Sue Werner 

March 18: Karin Morton 

March 25: Lindsay Rosa 
 

If you cannot work your scheduled time, please 

swap with someone and if you cannot find a 

substitute, call Linda Odle at 690-9358 or 207-

2623.  When you know you can’t work in the 

nursery, please e-mail the date(s) to 

jlodle@comcast.net or put them in writing and 

give them to Linda Odle in the nursery.  Thanks! 
 
 

 

Babies/Toddlers & 

Kids Crossing Children 

 
Come love on the youngest members of our church 

family. You will have no preparation or teaching. 

Just come help. You can choose to help with the 

babies/toddlers/preschool or Kids Crossing 

children. You can pick-up a FREE CD of the 

complete service before you leave church. 
 

To help please contact Ms. Linda in the nursery or call 

690-9358 for more information 

 

 
 

 
 

How You Can Help 
The Good News Club at New Hopewell 

Elementary 
 

These children need strong Christian roll models to 

love them.  When a child tells you the reason they 

live with the grandparents is because the dad killed 

himself in prison, and the mother, by law, isn't 

allowed to see this child, you know you are there to 

serve God.  If you think, maybe you would like to 

love these children for the Lord, please talk to 

Linda Odle, Carolyn Carson, Laine Donnell, or 

Pastor Kirk or come visit the GNC. We meet 

2:00pm until 4:30pm on Wednesdays, and we 

really need to have more helpers. Please contact 

Linda Odle at 690-9358. The children need you in 

many ways. 
 

The school also needs breakfast bars, pop tarts 

and other quickie breakfast foods to give to the 

children who are late and haven't had anything to 

eat. With the Flu as bad as it is, they also need 

Lysol Spray and Clorox Wipes. These things do 

not have to be name brands and can be from the 

Dollar Store or other low cost stores. School 

supplies are always needed anytime during the 

school year.  
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CrossWalk Café 

 
Spring is just around the corner and our next cafe’ 

March 4th is a “Slide Into Spring” cafe’. The fare 

will include sandwich sliders, salad/chips and 

dessert. This is a great time to enjoy good food and 

conversation around the table. Come join in the 

fun! 

 

 
 

 

 

THANK YOU...KUDOS...APPLAUSE!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The session would like to say THANK YOU to all 

families for your service on the Refreshment Ministry 

Team.  When you join the church, you are assigned to 

this team, as we feel it is a ministry that all can 

participate in.  You are paired with another family and 

given one month (every 1 1/2 – 2 years) to provide 

Sunday morning refreshments.  Most teams take two 

weeks each; others share in the entire month.  It is up to 

you.  Please remember that you are NOT responsible 

for providing breakfast for everyone.  This is just a 

light refreshment to have with coffee or juice. (Coffee is  

provided by the church.)   What the teams provide is 

their gift to the church in service to our Lord.   Be sure 

and show your gratitude... We are certainly grateful to 

each of you!!!   

 

*The teams are posted on the bulletin board for the 

year and printed 3 months ahead in the newsletter, so 

that you can plan ahead. 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
Refreshment Schedule 

 

March 2018 
 

Anna & Travis Baker 609-1854 

Courtney & Matt Scollard 789-1999 

Greg Waldrop 598-0108 
 

April 2018 
 

Debbie & Dale Lutton 744-8952 

Donna & Rhett Carter 454-9536 
 

May 2018 
 

Lisa & Brad Brummett 748-9517 

Lindsay & Irving Rosa 588-6454 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

CrossWalk family, if you see a need to 

replenish coffee supplies such as coffee, hot/cold 

cups, paper towels, kitchen dish soap or 

men’s/women’s room supplies, please let us know 

by; (1) noting what is needed on the bulletin 

board in the kitchen for refreshment supplies 

and (2) noting on the rest room listing in the rest 

rooms so that supplies can be replenished before 

they are completely out.  If you have questions, 

please contact Judy Campbell or Sue Werner. 

Thank you! 
 

 
 



We Need Your Help! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

We want to help those who are in need of help! It 

may be yourself, a neighbor, coworker, friend or 

family member. We know there are needs out there 

but we need your help to know what those needs 

are. 
 

Please pray that the Lord will bring to our minds 

those He would have us serve. As you are made 

aware of how we may minister in the name of 

Christ, please contact Matt Peterson at (865) 356-

2113 or Kirk Werner at (865) 599-0808. 
 

Thank you church family.  

 

Have you checked out our website lately?  It’s a 

great way to introduce people to our church. 

Navigate through the site and see pictures of 

various activities. There are photos of JAM (Jesus 

and Me children’s ministry), church events, a 

calendar of events, and the weekly messages are 

catalogued in the media section. This is a helpful 

tool in keeping informed and a good resource to 

refer to your friends. The web address is 

www.crosswalkepc.org. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

Please consider joining us March 29, 2018 at 7:00 

p.m. for our Maundy Thursday worship service. 

This service derives its name from the Latin term 

mandatum which means “command.” Jesus, on the 

night he was betrayed gave this command in John 

13:34-35: “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.” This is a special 

time of reflection on what it means to be His 

disciple. What it means to love as Jesus loves. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CrossWalk Reminder! 
 

Women’s/Girl’s Brunch 
 

 

What: Women's/Girl's Brunch 

When: Saturday, April 7 

Why: Food, Crafts, & Fellowship! 
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Church Cleaning Committee 
 

Mar 07 – Mar 10 – Mike & Karen Walkup 
 

Mar 14 – Mar 17 – Mike & Karen Walkup 
 

Mar 21 – Mar 24 – Rhett & Donna Carter 
 

Mar 28 – Mar 31 – Rhett & Donna Carter 
 

 

 
 

If you use the church during the week, please, be 
sure to take your trash with you when you leave – 
especially food waste. 
 

 
 

 

Time Change 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour, 

Saturday night March 10th as we spring forward to 

daylight savings time which begins Sunday March 

11, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biblical Commentary 
John 3:14-21 

 

JOHN 3:1-13. NICODEMUS 
 

Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus leads into 

this passage about three related subjects: 

 

• The Son of Man being lifted up 

• Eternal life 

• Judgment 
 

Jesus told Nicodemus, “Unless one is born anew, 

he can’t see the Kingdom of God” (v. 3). 

Nicodemus did not understand Jesus but thought 

that Jesus was speaking of physical rebirth. “How 

can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 

a second time into his mother’s womb and be 

born?” he asked (v. 4). Good questions! 
 

Jesus explained, but his explanation was as 

puzzling as his original statement: “That which is 

born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of 

the Spirit is spirit… The wind blows where it 

wants to, and you hear its sound, but don’t know 

where it comes from and where it is going. So is 

everyone who is born of the Spirit” (v. 6, 8). Just 

as Jesus’ parables conceal as much as they reveal, 

Jesus’ words do the same here. It is not surprising 

that Nicodemus fails to understand. 
 

After commenting on Nicodemus’ lack of 

understanding, Jesus said, “If I told you earthly 

things and you don’t believe, how will you 

believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has 

ascended into heaven, but he who descended out 

of heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven” (vv. 

12-13). It is this last comment about being 

“descended from heaven” that leads directly into 

our text. He who came down (descended) from 

heaven must be “lifted up” (v. 14). 
 

There are no quotation marks in the original text to 

signal the end of Jesus’ discourse, so it is difficult 

to know where Jesus stops addressing Nicodemus 

directly and where John begins to explain Jesus’ 

meaning to his readers. In verse 11, when Jesus 

says, “most certainly I tell you,” the “you” is 

singular, so he is still addressing Nicodemus. 

Thereafter, however, the pronouns are plural. Many 

scholars think that Jesus is speaking through verse 

15, and that verses 16-21 are John’s explanation.  

 



 

Others believe that Jesus is speaking through verse 

21. 
 

OVERVIEW 

JOHN 3:14-21 
 

This passage links three related subjects as noted 

above: (1) the lifting up of the Son of Man, which 

makes eternal life possible. (2) God’s love for the 

world, which prompted God’s gift of the Son so that 

those who believe in him should have eternal life. 

(3) The judgment or condemnation of those who do 

not believe in the Son. 
 

These three are so closely related as to be one 

theme, but we often fail to treat them that way. We 

tend to memorize verse 16 and to disregard what 

goes before and what follows. The reason is clear. 

Verse 16 is positive and reassuring, and we delight 

in its message of God’s love and our salvation. 

Verses 14-15 link Jesus’ death to a rather odd Old 

Testament story, the meaning of which seems 

obscure. Verses 17-21 speak of judgment and 

condemnation, which makes them far less attractive 

than verse 16. We hear that which we want to hear, 

and we want to hear about love and salvation. 
 

We must help people understand not only the grace 

but also the judgment of this text. The grace has no 

meaning in isolation from the judgment. If we have 

no sin, we need no forgiveness. If there is no 

judgment, we require no grace. 
 

SO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED 

UP 
 

JOHN 3:14-15. 
 

14“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15that whoever (Greek: pas) believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life” (Greek: 

zoe aionios). 
 

These verses answer Nicodemus’ question, “How 

can anyone be born after having grown old? Can 

one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 

and be born?” (v. 4). Both the “lifted up” serpent 

and the “lifted up” Jesus confer new life on those 

who look upon or believe in them. 
 

“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness” (v. 14). The story is from Numbers 

21:4-9,  and  every  Jewish  child  knows  it.   The  

 

 

Israelites sinned by grumbling against God for 

bringing them out of Egypt into the wilderness. 

God punished them with a plague of fiery serpents, 

killing many Israelites. The Israelites confessed 

their sin and begged for mercy, so God told Moses 

to make a bronze serpent and hold it aloft on a pole. 

Whoever looked up at the bronze serpent was saved 

from the fiery serpents—given new life—born 

anew. 
 

Keep in mind Jesus’ earlier comment about being 

born anew (v. 3) and Nicodemus’ question about 

re-entering his mother’s womb to be born again (v. 

4). Jesus might expect Nicodemus to link the 

serpent story to Jesus’ words about being born 

another—again—from above. 
 

“even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life” (zoe aionios) (v. 14-15). The 

parallels between the Moses story and the Jesus 

story are several. In both stories: 
 

• The people were in danger of death because of 

their sin. 

• God provides the agent of salvation—the bronze 

serpent in the first story and the Son of Man in the 

second. 

• The agent of salvation is lifted up. 

• The people are saved by looking at—or believing 

in—God’s agent of salvation. 
 

However, there are two significant differences: 
 

• The bronze snake was only a piece of bronze, 

having no saving power in itself. When Israelites 

began to make offerings to the bronze serpent, 

treating it as an idol, Hezekiah destroyed it (2 Kings 

18:4). Jesus, however, is invested with saving 

power and is worthy of our worship. 
 

• Looking at the “lifted up” bronze snake gave the 

Israelites extended physical life. Looking upon the 

“lifted up” Jesus gives us eternal life. 
 

The term, “lifted up,” has multiple meanings in 

this Gospel. It refers to Jesus’ cross, but it also 

refers to his resurrection/ascension/glorification. 

Jesus will be lifted up on the cross, the great Paschal 

sacrifice; he will be raised up on the third day, 

conquering death. His cross and his 

resurrection/ascension are simply different facets 

of his glorification. This Gospel does not include an  

 



 

account of the ascension itself but does include 

several allusions to it by Jesus (6:62; 7:33; 13:3; 

14:28; 16:10, 16, 28; 17:11, 13; 20:17). 
 

“that whoever (pas—everyone, all) believes 

(pisteuo) in him” (v. 15a). The fact that Jesus uses 

pas (everyone, all) here serves as a hint that the 

Gospel will not be limited to Israel but will extend 

to all the world—a fact that Jesus makes more 

explicit in verse 16. 
 

To believe (pisteuo) is to be convinced that 

something is true—to trust it—to have faith. The 

author of Hebrews defines faith as the “assurance 

of things hoped for, proof of things not seen” 

(Hebrews 11:1). Belief makes it possible for people 

to live confidently in the midst of difficulty. 
 

But the object of our belief is critical. Belief in a 

false leader (such as Hitler) or system (such as 

Communism) can lead to catastrophic results. The 

promise that Jesus makes in these verses is for those 

who believe in him—who follow him—who find 

their hope in his promises. 
 

“should not perish but have eternal (aionios) 

life” (zoe) (v. 15b). This is the first mention of 

eternal life in this Gospel, where it is mentioned 

seventeen times, fifteen from the lips of Jesus. The 

word life, which often has the same sense, also 

appears frequently. 
 

The Greek word aionios means age or having to do 

with an age, which reflects the Jewish believe in 

this age (evil, Galatians 1:4) and the age to come 

(righteous—the resurrection life). In the Synoptic 

Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), eternal life is 

couched in “the age to come” terms (Luke 18:30). 

However, in the Gospel of John, God grants eternal 

life to the believer in the present (John 3:36; 5:40). 

C.H. Dodd called this “realized eschatology”—

emphasizing eternal life as present now for those 

who believe in Jesus. This distinction, however, is 

less than perfect. In John 12:25, eternal life clearly 

has a future cast. 
 

We tend to think of eternal life as life without end, 

and it does have that sense (6:58). However, it also 

refers to a quality of life lived in the presence of 

God. Later, in his prayer, Jesus will define eternal 

life thusly: “This is eternal life, that they should 

know you, the only true God, and him whom you 

sent, Jesus Christ” (17:3). 

 

 

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD 
 

JOHN 3:16 
 

16“For God so loved the world (Greek: kosmos) 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life.” 
 

“For God so loved the world (kosmos) that he 

gave his one and only Son” (v. 16a). This is an 

amazing statement given the generally negative 

view of the kosmos (world) in this Gospel: 
 

• The kosmos (world) came into being through the 

Word, but the kosmos did not know the Word (1:9). 

• The Lamb of God has come to take away the sins 

of the kosmos (1:29). God loved the kosmos and 

sent his Son to save the kosmos (3:16-17)—but the 

people of the kosmos “loved the darkness rather 

than the light; for their works were evil” (3:19). 

• Jesus will give his flesh as bread for the life of the 

kosmos (6:51), but the kosmos hates him “because 

I testify about it, that its works are evil” (7:7; cf. 

15:18). 
 

• Jesus’ disciples are “of this kosmos,“ but Jesus is 

“not of this kosmos“ (8:23). 

• Jesus has come into this kosmos for judgment 

(9:39). However, the Pharisees fear that “the 

kosmos has gone after (Jesus)” (12:19). 

• The kosmos cannot receive the Spirit of truth, “for 

it doesn’t see him, neither knows him” (14:17). 

• Jesus prays for his disciples, who must remain in 

the kosmos while Jesus returns to the Father (17:11 

ff.). Jesus’ kingdom “is not of this kosmos” (18:36). 
 

How could God love such a world? Luther said, “If 

I were as our Lord God, and these vile people were 

as disobedient as they now be, I would knock the 

world to pieces” (quoted by Gossip, 510). The 

miracle is that God does not! God sends the Son 

“that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life.” Luther calls this verse “the 

gospel in miniature.” God’s motive is love and 

God’s objective is salvation. However, God 

provides not salvation but opportunity to the world. 

Those who actually receive eternal life are those 

who believe in the Son. 
 

This would also be amazing to Nicodemus. He 

understands that God loves Israel, God’s chosen 

people  but  would  find  it difficult to believe  that  

 



 

God loves the world. 
 

The wording of this verse is very much like that in 

the story of Abraham, who was commanded by 

God, “Now take your son, your only son, whom 

you love, even Isaac, and go into the land of 

Moriah. Offer him there for a burnt offering on 

one of the mountains which I will tell you of” 

(Genesis 22:2). Abraham prepared to obey this 

command but was prevented by an angel of God 

from sacrificing his son. God, however, does not 

spare himself. God’s giving of his Son begins with 

the Incarnation but requires the cross. 
 

God’s response is not “weak indulgence (but) 

divine self-sacrifice” (Gossip, 510). It would have 

been far less costly for God to ignore the world’s 

sins and to allow people to live in darkness, but that 

would reflect, not love, but apathy. 
 

Earthly parents provide an analogy. It is far more 

costly in time and energy for a parent to supervise 

a child rather than letting the child run wild. Some 

parents prefer not to constrain their child, but what 

appears to be a gift of freedom instead jeopardizes 

the child’s welfare. It is not a “hands-off” policy 

that demonstrates love, but a willingness to make 

the necessary sacrifices to keep the child safe. God 

made just such a sacrifice in sending the Son to save 

the world. 
 

“have eternal life” The word “have” is present 

tense, suggesting that believers possess it in the 

here and now rather than having to wait for some 

future inheritance. This is Johannine “realized 

eschatology”—the already-received gift—eternal 

life as relationship with God beginning now. 
 

John 3:16 is probably the most loved verse in the 

Bible, and we hear it frequently. It suffers from 

being so often repeated apart from its context. We 

must not forget that it is “whoever believes in (the 

Son of Man)” who “should not perish” (3:15)—

and that the one “who doesn’t believe has been 

judged already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the one and only Son of God” (3:18). 
 

FOR GOD DIDN’T SEND HIS SON INTO 

THE WORLD TO JUDGE 
 

JOHN 3:17-21 

 

17“For God didn’t send his Son into the world to  

 

 

judge (Greek: krine) the world, but that the world 

should be saved through him”. 

 

18He who believes in him is not judged. He who 

doesn’t believe has been judged already, because he 

has not believed in the name of the one and only 

Son of God. 19This is the judgment, that the light 

has come into the world, and men loved the 

darkness rather than the light; for their works were 

evil. 20For everyone who does evil hates the light, 

and doesn’t come to the light, lest his works would 

be exposed. 21But he who does the truth comes to 

the light, that his works may be revealed, that they 

have been done in God.” 
 

“For God didn’t send his Son into the world to 

judge (krine) the world, but that the world should 

be saved through him” (v. 17). This verse states 

God’s purpose in sending the Son. It is not to 

condemn (krine) the world, but to save it.  Krine 

can mean judged, but in this context—set over 

against saved—it means condemned. God sends the 

Son, not to condemn the world, but to save it. 

We dare not take the gift of God’s Son lightly. It 

was an enormously costly gift for God to give, and 

we ignore the gift at our peril. 
 

This verse appears to be in conflict with 9:39, 

where Jesus says, “I came into this world for 

judgment.” We should not imagine, however, that 

Jesus came into the world to shut the door on 

unbelievers. He came to hold open the door to the 

kingdom of God so those who would enter on 

God’s terms would be saved. It is human decision 

rather than divine fiat that condemns those who 

refuse to accept God’s terms. 
 

Jesus’ saving work reveals a dark side of earthly 

life. If it is necessary for God to send the Son to 

save the world, it must be that the world needs 

saving—is lost. Furthermore, the Son’s work is 

efficacious only if the world accepts the proffered 

salvation. John puts it this way: “He who believes 

in him is not judged. He who doesn’t believe has 

been judged already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the one and only Son of God” (v. 18). 
 

“because he has not believed in the name of the one 

and only Son of God” (v. 18b). Jesus’ name is the 

Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Joshua, which 

means “Yahweh (God) saves.”  The New 

Testament gives Jesus many titles (Christ, Messiah,  

 



 

Lord, Master, etc.), but Jesus (“God saves”) is his 

name.  The one who fails to believe in the name of 

the savior has not accepted the salvation offered by 

the savior, and thus “has been judged (krino: judged 

or condemned) already.” 
 

Just as we had a clear statement of Jesus’ purpose 

in v. 16—that he came to save the world—so we 

have a clear statement now of the problem—“This 

is the judgment, that the light has come into the 

world, and men loved darkness rather than the 

light; for their works were evil” (v. 19). Such a 

person “hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his works would be exposed” (v. 20). The 

images conjured up by such language are sinister 

but all too real. They remind us of the danger of 

dark streets—illicit transactions accomplished in 

out of the way places—people clothed in dark 

clothing to make themselves invisible in the night. 
 

Both our history and our newspapers are replete 

with examples of people who love darkness 

because their deeds are evil. The twentieth century 

was filled with examples of monstrous evil. The 

Holocaust is the most familiar example, but other 

examples include Stalin’s purges, Mao’s Cultural 

Revolution, Idi Amin’s reign of terror in Uganda, 

Pol Pot’s killing fields in Cambodia, and many 

others. Each of these despots was responsible for 

the murders of millions, and there seemed no end 

to their blood lust. The twenty-first century is 

young, but has already demonstrated that there are, 

indeed, people who love darkness rather than light 

because their deeds are evil—people who hate the 

light and will not come to the light—people who 

pursue evil and hate that which is good. 
 

We are hesitant to judge other people, and 

rightfully so. We cannot know all the nuances of a 

person’s life, so the judgment is best left to God. 

However, some darkness is so dark and some light 

is so light that we can hardly miss seeing the 

difference. 
 

The reality, however, is that there is some darkness-

loving in every heart—dark secrets that we prefer 

not to share with anyone. There is some sense in 

which all of us live in the shadows. 
 

“But he who does the truth comes to the light, 

that his works may be revealed, that they have  

 

 

been done in God” (v. 21). But just as the one who 

loves the darkness does evil works (v. 19), so also  
 

the one who loves the light will do good works. The 

picture here is a Godly person who does his/her 

good work without fanfare but lives in faith that 

his/her works will “be revealed, that they have 

been done in God.” 
 

There is, in the New Testament, a tension between 

faith and works. Are we saved by faith or works? 

Paul answers clearly that we have been saved by 

faith (Romans 3:27-28; 4:1-5; 11:6; Galatians 2:16; 

3:2, 10). Salvation is available only through 

grace—as a gift from God. 
 

But James says that genuine faith will result in 

works, and any faith that produces no good works 

is not real faith (James 2:14-18). 
 

Paul would agree. While he emphasizes that we 

cannot win salvation by our good works, he also 

acknowledges “that the unrighteous will not 

inherit the Kingdom of God?” (1 Corinthians 

6:9).  He enjoins us to live, not according to the 

flesh, but according to the Spirit, and says that the 

fruits of the Spirit are “love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-

control” (Galatians 5:16-26). 

 

 

 

 


