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Family and Friends of CrossWalk, 
 
Hannah Peterson was involved in a serious car 
accident just one month before her wedding in 
Ontario, Canada. She broke her pelvis in three 
places, punctured a kidney, broke some ribs, and 
suffered a concussion and partial hearing loss 
during the July 18, 2016 collision. 
 
Despite being confined to a wheel chair, Hannah 
was determined not to let the accident affect her big 
day on July 25th. So, when it came time to walk 
down the aisle, Hannah’s father wheeled her part of 
the way down, and then her fiance’ Stuart, tenderly 
carried her the rest of the way. 
 
Hannah, 23, said that despite her predicament, the 
only emotion she allowed herself to feel on the day 
was joy. “Obviously, being in the wheelchair and 
not able to walk was very upsetting for me on my 
wedding day,” she told reporters. 
 
Because of her injuries, Hannah sat during most of 
her wedding, but wanted to stand for one very 
important part. “I was determined to stand for my 
vows,” she said. “It was hard on me to stand for that 
long even with Stuart holding me up, but it doesn’t 
seem obvious in the pictures and video the pain I 
was in.” 
 
Hannah has continued to heal with long term effects 
from her injuries, but she noted, “Stuart has never 
left my side during all of this…He was strong for 
both of us. He always made me see how blessed I 
was.” 
 
 

 
As difficult as this experience has been for this 
young couple, what a great way to begin their life 
together! A tremendous opportunity to demonstrate 
their love for one another. Certainly, over the years 
there will be more opportunities to put their love 
into action. I know that for our 45+ years of 
marriage, there have been times when Sue has had 
to care for me when I couldn’t care for myself. Then 
there have been times when Sue relied on me to 
take care of her. In those times I counted it a 
privilege to demonstrate my love for her. 
 
We all experience brokenness from time to time — 
physical, emotional, spiritual — and we need the 
support of the body of Christ. It is Christ in us that 
nurtures and feeds the body. As we reflect on the 
love Christ has for us, we are able to show that love 
to others.  
 
May we look for ways to come alongside our 
brothers and sisters to encourage them. Together 
there is strength in the Lord. As Paul wrote in 2 
Corinthians 12:9-10 — “But he said to me, ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 

Your brother in  the Christ,  
 

Kirk 



 
 

February 04, 2018– Isaiah 40:21 - 26 
“Master Designer” 5th Sunday after Epiphany – 
Communion  
 

February 11, 2018   – Mark 9:2 - 9 - “The 
Glory of God’s Son” –  The Transfiguration 
 

february 18, 2018   – 1 Peter 3:18 - 22 - 
“The Seriousness of Sin” – 1st Sunday in Lent 
 

february 25, 2018   – Genesis 17:1 – 8 & 
15 - 16 – “The Blessedness of Belonging” -  2nd 
Sunday in Lent 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

Jim Odle – 1st 
Jane Gracia – 5th 

Jim Hazenfield - 8th 

Jamie Webber – 14th 

Kizer Rosa - 24th 
Linda Odle - 24th 
Alex Davis - 26th 

Pat McNabb - 28th 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Fred & Sandy May 14th

 

Clark & Christie Werner 17th
 

Steve & Brenda Clabo 22nd
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Our staff 
 

Pastor:  Kirk Werner 

Child Care director: Linda Odle 

Music director: Joshua Jordan 

director of Children’s Ministries:            
 Anna Baker 

 

Class of 2018: 
Donna Carter, Matt Peterson & 

Greg Waldrop 
 

Class of 2019: 
John Carson, Dale Lutton & 

Courtney Scollard 
 

Class of 2020: 
Carol Jordan, Jim Slyman & 

Maurice Brier 
 

 
 



 

Nursery sChedule 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Kids Crossing with Jim Odle 
 

February 04: Anna Baker 
February 11: Chelsea Peterson 
February 18: Susan Fletcher 
February 25: Regina Miller 

 

 
 

 
 

Preschool Room with Linda Odle: 
 

February 04: Wanda Wayman 
February 11: Mike Walkup 
February 18: John Carson 
February 25: Brenda Clabo 

 
If you cannot work your scheduled time, please 
swap with someone and if you cannot find a 
substitute, call Linda Odle at 690-9358 or 207-
2623.  When you know you can’t work in the 
nursery, please e-mail the date(s) to 
jlodle@comcast.net or put them in writing and 
give them to Linda Odle in the nursery.  Thanks 
 
 

 

Babies/Toddlers & 
Kids Crossing Children 

 
Come love on the youngest members of our church 
family. You will have no preparation or teaching. 
Just come help. You can choose to help with the 
babies/toddlers/preschool or Kids Crossing 
children. You can pick-up a FREE CD of the 
complete service before you leave church. 
 
To help please contact Ms. Linda in the nursery or call 
690-9358 for more information 
 

 
 

How You Can Help 
The Good News Club at New Hopewell 

Elementary 
 
These children need strong Christian role models to 
love them.  When a child tells you the reason they 
live with the grandparents is because the dad killed 
himself in prison, and the mother, by law, isn't 
allowed to see this child, you know you are there to 
serve God.  If you think, maybe you would like to 
love these children for the Lord, please talk to 
Linda Odle, Carolyn Carson, Laine Donnell, or 
Pastor Kirk or come visit the GNC. We meet 
2:00pm until 4:30pm on Wednesdays, and we 
really need to have more helpers. Please contact 
Linda Odle at 690-9358. The children need you in 
many ways. 
 
The school also needs breakfast bars, pop tarts 
and other quickie breakfast foods to give to the 
children who are late and haven't had anything to 
eat. With the Flu as bad as it is, they also need 
Lysol Spray and Clorox Wipes. These things do 
not have to be name brands and can be from the 
Dollar Store or other low cost stores. School 
supplies are always needed anytime during the 
school year.  
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CrossWalk Café 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next Cafe’ will be February 4, 2018. February 
is the month of hearts, so we are having a “Heart 
of the Home” Cafe’ with a spaghetti luncheon. You 
may wish to bring spaghetti, a salad, dessert or 
drinks to share. Come and enjoy a great time 
together around the table! 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU...KUDOS...APPLAUSE!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The session would like to say THANK YOU to all 
families for your service on the Refreshment Ministry 
Team.  When you join the church, you are assigned to 
this team, as we feel it is a ministry that all can 
participate in.  You are paired with another family and 
given one month (every 1 1/2 – 2 years) to provide 
Sunday morning refreshments.  Most teams take two 
weeks each; others share in the entire month.  It is up to 
you.  Please remember that you are NOT responsible 
for providing breakfast for everyone.  This is just a 
light refreshment to have with coffee or juice. (Coffee is  
provided by the church.)   What the teams provide is 
their gift to the church in service to our Lord.   Be sure 
and show your gratitude... We are certainly grateful to 
each of you!!!   
 
*The teams are posted on the bulletin board for the 
year and printed 3 months ahead in the newsletter, so 
that you can plan ahead. 

 
 
 

 

suNday MOrNiNg 
Refreshment Schedule 

 
 

February 2018 
Fran & Marshall Mckenna 963-9152 

Brenda & Steve Clabo 546-4830 
 

March 2018 
Anna & Travis Baker 609-1854 

Courtney & Matt Scollard 789-1999 
Greg Waldrop 598-0108 

 

April 2018 
Fran & Marshall Mckenna 963-9152 

Brenda & Steve Clabo 546-4830 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CrossWalk family, if you see a need to 
replenish coffee supplies such as coffee, hot/cold 
cups, paper towels, kitchen dish soap or 
men’s/women’s room supplies, please let us know 
by; (1) noting what is needed on the bulletin 
board in the kitchen for refreshment supplies 
and (2) noting on the rest room listing in the rest 
rooms so that supplies can be replenished before 
they are completely out.  If you have questions, 
please contact Judy Campbell or Sue Werner. 
Thank you! 
 

 
 
 



 

We Need Your Help! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We want to help those who are in need of help! It 
may be yourself, a neighbor, coworker, friend or 
family member. We know there are needs out there 
but we need your help to know what those needs 
are. 
 
Please pray that the Lord will bring to our minds 
those He would have us serve. As you are made 
aware of how we may minister in the name of 
Christ, please contact Matt Peterson at (865) 356-
2113 or Kirk Werner at (865) 599-0808. 
 

Thank you church family.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our website! 
 
Have you checked out our website lately?  It’s a 
great way to introduce people to our church. 
Navigate through the site and see pictures of 
various activities. There are photos of JAM (Jesus 
and Me children’s ministry), church events, a 
calendar of events, and the weekly messages are 
catalogued in the media section. This is a helpful 
tool in keeping informed and a good resource to 
refer to your friends. The web address is 
www.crosswalkepc.org. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

ChurCh CleaNiNg COMMittee 
 

Jan 31 – Feb 03 – Fred & Sandy May 
 

Feb 07 – Feb 10 – Matt & Chelsea Peterson 
 

Feb 14 – Feb 17 – Matt & Chelsea Peterson 
 

Feb 21 – Feb 24 – John & Carolyn Carson 
 
 

 
 

If you use the church during the week, please, be 
sure to take your trash with you when you leave – 
especially food waste. 

 

 
 
 
MARK 9:2-4. AND HE WAS CHANGED IN 

FRONT OF THEM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James, 
and John, and brought them up onto a high 
mountain privately by themselves, and he was 
changed (Greek: metemorphothe—was changed or  
 

http://www.crosswalkepc.org/


 
transformed) into another form in front of them. His 
clothing became glistening, exceedingly white, like 
snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten 
them. Elijah and Moses appeared to them, and they 
were talking with Jesus. 
 
This account closely parallels the story of Moses at 
Sinai (Exodus 24, 34). 
• Three men accompanied Moses (Exodus 24:9; 
Mark 9:2). 
• A cloud covered the mountain for six days, and 
God spoke from the cloud (Exodus 24:16; Mark 
9:2, 7). 
• Moses saw, at least in part, God’s glory (Exodus 
33:17-23; Mark 9:3). 
• The skin of Moses’ face shone dazzling bright 
(Exodus 34:30; Mark 9:3) 
• The people of Israel were afraid (Exodus 34:30). 
• On coming down from the mountain, Moses 
encountered faithless “disciples” (Exodus 32:7-8; 
Mark 9:14-29). 
 
“After six days” (v. 2a) is another way of saying 
“on the seventh day.” Seven is an important number 
in the Bible—a number with sacred significance 
from beginning (Genesis 2:2-3; 5:7, 25, etc.) to end 
(Revelation 1:4, 11-12, 16, 20, 2:1, etc.). God 
finished his creation work on the seventh day—and 
rested on the seventh day—and blessed the seventh 
day (Genesis 2:2-3). The sabbath is the seventh day 
of the week (Exodus 16; 20:11; 31:14-16; 35:2, 
etc.). The number seven is associated with 
numerous ritual observances (Genesis 21:29-30; 
Exodus 29:30-37; 34:18; Numbers 23, 28, etc.) and 
tabernacle/temple furnishings (Exodus 25:31-37; 1 
Kings 7:17; Ezekiel 40:22, etc.). 
 
“Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, 
and brought them up onto a high mountain 
privately by themselves” (v. 2b). Peter, James, 
and John constitute Jesus’ inner circle. Jesus will 
choose them to accompany him at special 
occasions, such as the healing of Jairus’ daughter 
(5:37) Jesus’ apocalyptic prophecies (13:3), and 
Gethsemane (14:33). Mark double-emphasizes 
that, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus leads 
these three “apart, by themselves” (v. 2), their 
solitude signaling an event of great significance. 
 
“up onto a high mountain” (v. 2b). The high 
mountain is more significant theologically than 
geographically. Mount Hermon best fits the  
 

 
description of this mountain (Mount Tabor is 
another possibility), but Mark does not count it 
important to tell us its name. High mountains are 
places where people encounter God. In this Gospel, 
Jesus goes up mountains to call and appoint the 
twelve (3:13), and to pray (6:46). 
 
“and he was changed into another form in front 
of them” (v. 2c). On this high mountain, Jesus is 
transfigured (metemorphothe—changed or 
transformed) before them. Metemorphothe is the 
Greek word from which we get our word 
metamorphosis, which we use to describe the 
process by which a caterpillar becomes a 
butterfly—a truly dramatic transformation. 
 
However, what takes place at the transfiguration is 
more an unveiling than a transformation. It simply 
reveals Jesus’ true identity—an identity that he had 
from the beginning (Luke 1:31-35; John 1:1-4). 
Suddenly, the disciples are suddenly able to see 
Jesus’ glory—glory that Jesus always possessed 
but that has been veiled until this moment. 
 
“His clothing became glistening, exceedingly 
white, like snow, such as no launderer on earth 
can whiten them” (v. 3). Jesus’ clothing becomes 
dazzling white, like the snow-white clothing of the 
Ancient of days in Daniel 7:9. In that account we 
read: 
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, there 
came with the clouds of the sky one like a son of 
man, and he came even to the ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. There 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14). 
 
Note that Daniel used the title, Son of man. Mark 
also uses this phrase in his account of the 
transfiguration  (9:9).  Note  also  the  similarities 
between the description of the Son of man in Daniel 
and this description of Jesus in Philippians: 
 
“Therefore, God also highly exalted him (Jesus), 
and gave to him the name which is above every 
name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, those on earth, 
and those under the earth, and that every tongue  
 



 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). 
 
The glimpse of Christ’s glory at the transfiguration 
speaks more loudly than any words to promise 
these disciples that Jesus’ prediction of suffering 
and death is not the whole picture. Jesus will 
undergo suffering and death, as will his disciples, 
but their final destination will be glory. 
 
“Elijah and Moses appeared to them, and they 
were talking with Jesus” (v. 4). The order of the 
names is the reverse of what we would expect. 
Moses came first chronologically and was the more 
important of the two. It could be that Mark puts 
Elijah first because he is remembering God’s 
promise to send Elijah before the coming of the 
Day of the Lord (Malachi 4:5). Matthew and Luke, 
who both use Mark’s Gospel as one of their key 
sources, “correct” Mark’s order (Matthew 17:3; 
Luke 9:30), placing Moses’ name before Elijah’s. 
 
• It has oft been noted that Moses was the great 
lawgiver and Elijah the great prophet, so these two 
men embody the Law and the Prophets. However, 
if Mark intended them to embody the Law and 
Prophets, we would expect Moses’ name to appear 
first so that we would have the traditional order, 
Law and Prophets, rather than Prophets and Law. 
• Others have suggested that Elijah and Moses are 
included because they both suffered for their faith, 
but that was true of many faithful people. 
• Still others have suggested that these two are 
similar in that neither suffered death. 2 Kings 2:1-
12 tells us that Elijah did not die. Some rabbis held 
that Moses did not die either—but Deuteronomy 
34:5-6 records Moses’ death and burial. 
• One solid connection is that Moses and Elijah 
both experienced dramatic encounters with God on 
mountains (Moses in Exodus 3; 19-20; 24-27; 32; 
34 and Elijah in 1 Kings 19). 
• But we must not forget that, in the presence of 
these great men of faith, Jesus remains the central 
figure. 
 

MARK 9:5-6: LET US MAKE THREE 
TENTS 

 
Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here. Let’s make three tents (Greek: skenas —
booths or tabernacles): one for you, one for Moses,  
and one for Elijah.” For he didn’t know what to  
 

 
say, for they were very afraid. 
 
“Peter answered Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us 
to be here’’ (v. 5a). It seems odd that Peter should 
refer to Jesus as rabbi so soon after confessing him 
as Messiah (8:29). In view of Peter’s confession 
and the transfiguration, rabbi seems too modest a 
title. However, rabbis are teachers and, until now, 
Jesus has conducted a ministry of teaching and 
healing. It is also clear that Peter, in spite of his 
confession of Jesus as messiah, does not really 
understand what that means. He is struggling to 
come to grips with Jesus’ true identity and role, and 
his confusion surfaces here. He doesn’t know what 
to say but, being Peter, feels compelled to say 
something. 
 
But Boring says that Peter’s misunderstanding has 
more to do with the “messianic secret” than with 
Peter’s personality (Boring, 262). During his 
ministry, Jesus frequently commanded people to 
keep silence rather than revealing him to be the 
messiah (Mark 1:25, 34, 44; 3:12; 5:43; 8:30; 9:9). 
Jesus’ reasons for this concern appear to be 
twofold. First, people thought of the messiah as a 
warrior-king like unto David, and that was not at all 
how Jesus saw his role as messiah. Second, the 
culmination of his work would be his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, and people could not 
properly understand his work until his resurrection 
vindicated his death on the cross. 
 
“Let us make three tents, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah” (v. 5b). Peter also feels 
a need to do something. When one is befuddled, it 
sometimes helps to do something—anything. Peter 
is overwhelmed at being in the company of the 
messiah and these two great men. He feels a need 
to do something to honor the occasion and, perhaps, 
to prolong the experience. He suggests building 
three skenas—booths or tabernacles such as those 
in which Jews dwell to observe the Feast of Booths 
or Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:42-44), which 
commemorates the Exodus and the wanderings of 
the Israelites in the wilderness. 
 
“For he (Peter) didn’t know what to say, for they 
were very afraid” (v. 6). Mark shows his disdain 
for Peter’s suggestion by telling us that Peter did 
not know what to say because they (all three 
disciples) were terrified (v. 6). 
 
 



 
However, Peter’s suggestion may not have been as 
far off the mark as it might seem. The Feast of 
Booths had taken on an eschatological flavor, 
promising Israel’s deliverance (Evans 242). 
 
The voice from heaven diverts attention from 
Peter’s proposal before he can take action. Scholars 
have suggested various reasons why Peter’s 
proposal is off the mark. It could be because: 
 
• Peter is trying to prolong this great experience 
rather than getting back to the ordinary day-to-day 
work of discipleship. 
• Peter is proposing equal treatment for Jesus, 
Moses, and Elijah, not realizing the degree to which 
Moses and Elijah are subordinate to Jesus. 
• Peter is trying to take charge—to gain control of 
the situation when he should be watching and 
listening. This idea gains credibility from verse 7, 
where the voice from the cloud tells the disciples to 
listen to Jesus. 
 
Mark’s comment about the disciples being terrified 
(v. 6) makes us sympathetic. Who among us has not 
been terrified—unsure what to do—desperate to 
find something to do? These disciples are terribly 
human and vulnerable. Instead of criticizing Peter, 
we would do better to put ourselves in his shoes, to 
feel his fear and to experience being overwhelmed 
in a dramatically new situation. Would we have 
done better if Jesus had taken us up that mountain? 
Probably not! 
 

MARK 9:7-8. THIS IS MY BELOVED SON. 
LISTEN TO HIM. 

 
A cloud came, overshadowing (Greek: 
episkiazousa—cast a shade upon—enveloped 
overshadowed) them, and a voice came out of the 
cloud, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” 
Suddenly looking around, they saw no one with 
them anymore, except Jesus only. 
 
“A cloud came, overshadowing them” (v. 7a). 
Throughout scripture, clouds symbolize the 
presence of God, beginning with the pillar of cloud 
that led the Israelites through the wilderness by day  
 
(Exodus 13:21). The most obvious parallel is the 
cloud that covered Mount Sinai when Moses 
ascended it (Exodus 24:15ff), but clouds are 
associated with the presence of the Lord in both 
testaments (Exodus 13:21-22; 16:10; 19:9; Daniel  
 

 
7:13; Mark 9:7; 13:26; 14:62; Luke 21:27; 
Revelation 1:7; 14:14-16). 
 
On the Mount of Transfiguration, the cloud 
episkiazousa (overshadows, overwhelms) them. 
Episkiazousa combines epi (upon or over) with 
skiazo (to shade or cast a shadow). It is the same 
verb that is used to describe the power of the Most 
High overshadowing Mary (Luke 1:35), which 
resulted in her conceiving the child who would be 
Son of God/Son of Man. 
 
“and a voice came out of the cloud” (v. 7b). God 
speaks from the cloud, just as he spoke from the 
cloud at Sinai (Exodus 24:16). 
 
“This is my beloved Son” (v. 7c). These are very 
nearly the same words that God spoke at Jesus’ 
baptism, except that at the baptism God addressed 
Jesus, while on this mountain God addresses the 
disciples. 
 
“Listen to him” (v. 7d). This is reminiscent of 
Deuteronomy 18:15, where Moses told the people, 
“Yahweh your God will raise up to you a 
prophet from the midst of you, of your brothers, 
like me. You shall listen (Hebrew: shama—hear) 
to him” 
 
The three disciples have been accustomed to being 
with Jesus, and are, most likely, in awe of Elijah 
and Moses. From childhood on, they were taught to 
reverence the words of Moses especially, but also 
the words of Elijah. Now the voice from the cloud 
tells them to listen to Jesus. It is not that Moses and 
Elijah have lost their significance, but that Jesus is 
of such overwhelming importance that he eclipses 
them. 
 
“Listen to him!” There is a sermon in these words. 
We listen to so many voices today, all of which 
seem wise and attractive—pundits, columnists, 
commentators, political analysts, religious gurus, 
celebrities, tempters, seducers. They promise us 
health, wealth, and happiness, but seldom live up to 
their promises and often lead people toward ruin. Is 
there any trustworthy voice amidst the cacophony? 
The voice from the cloud says that we can always  
trust Jesus —"Listen to him!” 
 
• We say, “But Jesus is too idealistic to understand 
the bare-knuckles world in which I live!” The voice 
says, “Listen to him!” 
 



 
 
• We say, “Later, perhaps, but I have other things to 
do right now!” The voice says, “Listen to him!” 
 
• We say, “But I am not sure that I truly believe.” 
The voice says, “Listen to him!” 
 
How many broken hearts and broken lives could be 
avoided if we would just listen to him! There are 
many people who regret not listening to Jesus. Do 
you know one who is sorry for having listened? 
 
“Listen to him!” The disciples need to hear that. 
Jesus has told them that he will suffer and die (8:31-
33), but they did not listen. Even after this voice 
from the cloud says, “Listen to him!” they will fail 
to hear Jesus when he speaks of suffering and death 
(9:31; 10:33-34). The path that Jesus will take is so 
different from their expectations that they cannot 
accept his words. It is interesting to note that, just 
before the transfiguration, Jesus healed a blind man 
(8:22-26). Shortly after the transfiguration, he will 
heal another blind man (10:46-52). The disciples, 
however, continue not to see—not to hear—not to 
listen. Only after the resurrection will they begin to 
understand that the way to glory is through 
suffering and sacrifice. 
 
“Suddenly looking around, they saw no one with 
them anymore, except Jesus only” (v. 8). 
Suddenly Elijah and Moses are gone. Only Jesus 
remains, because only Jesus is needed. The 
disciples find themselves, not alone, but in the 
presence of the Beloved Son of God. Elijah and 
Moses have borne their witness to the Son and are 
no longer needed. 
 

MARK 9:9. HE COMMANDED THEM 
THAT THEY SHOULD TELL NO ONE 

 
As they were coming down from the mountain, he 
commanded them that they should tell no one what 
things they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. 
 
“As they were coming down from the mountain” 
(v. 9a). How difficult it must have been for the three  
disciples to come down from the mountain after 
experiencing the presence of Elijah and Moses and  
hearing the voice of God on the mountaintop—but  
one cannot live forever on the mountaintop. It is 
necessary to descend into the everyday world of 
work and responsibility and commerce and 
ordinary people. Life is messy, as we will be  

 
reminded again when Jesus and the disciples reach 
the base of the mountain (9:14-29), but God calls 
us to live in the midst of the mess—to live there in 
faith—to be beacons of faith. Discipleship is rarely 
easy. 
 
“he commanded them that they should tell no 
one what things they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead” (v. 9b). 
Earlier, Jesus told the demons not to make him 
known (3:12). Following Peter’s confession, he 
told the disciples not to tell anyone (8:30). Here on 
the mount, though, he gives a time limit on that 
order. They are to tell no one “until the Son of 
Man had risen from the dead.” 
 
For the disciples to reveal Jesus’ identity earlier 
would result in two problems. First, the disciples 
misunderstand Jesus and his mission, and so are not 
yet able to proclaim his Messiahship faithfully. 
Second, coming down from the mountain, Jesus 
will begin his journey to Jerusalem, but he still has 
much to do and to say to prepare the disciples for 
what lies ahead. It will not do to rush things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PresideNts day 
February 19th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  geOrge WashiNgtON                abrahaM liNCOlN 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


