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Ieriendsand Ramily of @rossiTalk,

One of my favorite books that | first read many
years agpis Run With the Horseby Eugene
Peterson. In the bopke writes about a family of
birds teaching the young to fly. Three swallows
were perched on a dead branch that stretched ¢
over a lakefiOne adult swallow got alongside the
chicks and started shoving them out toward the et
of the branchd pushing,pushing, pushing. The

end one fell off. Somewhere between the brang¢

and the water four feet below, the wings starte
working, and the fledgling was off on his own. The
the second one.

The third one was not, to be bullied. At the las
possible moment higrip on the branch loosened
just enough so that he swung downward, the
tightened again, bulldog tenacious. The parent wg
without sentiment. He pecked at the desperate
clinging talons until it was more painful for the
poor chick to hang on than to riske insecurities
of flying. The grip was released, and thg
inexperienced wings began pumping. The matul
swallow knew what the chick did nét that it
would flyd that there was no danger in making it
do what it was perfectly designed to do.

nBirds havefeet and can walk. Birds have talons

and can grasp a branch securely. They can walk;

they can cling. But flying is their characteristic
action, and not until they fly are they living at
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their best, gracefully and beautifuldy.
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AGiving is whatwe do best. It is the air into which®
we were born. It is the action that was designed lnﬁ&
us before our birth Some of us try desperately tdfﬁ
hold on to ourselves. We look so bedraggled aﬂ;ﬁ
pathetic doing it, hanging on to the dead branch &)ﬁ
a bank accourfor dear life, afraid to risk ourselvesﬁl
on the untried wings of giving. We dbthink we %
can live generously because we have never tnd&&
But the sooner we start, the better, for we are gom
to have to give up our lives finally, and the Iongeﬂ%
we wait, he less time we have for the soaring a
swooping life of grace.
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In this new yearmay we be about life as GOd«ﬁ
intended.We do not know what this coming yeaf‘».a

)
holds but we do know from experience that we cdp
be assaulted by some pretty intimidating force@a
Brutal attacks that can wear us out. But as @o&l
Word reminds usiHe gives strength to the weary l
and increases the power of the weak. Even“a
youths grow tired and weary, and young men €%
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the %
LORD will renew their stre ngth. They will soar @
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow ﬁl
weary, they will walk and not be fainto (Isaiah %

40:2931) &

Yourfell®ojournétéith, |
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Eg‘; Messanes for the Month
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JANUARY 1 20r7i Rev.Tim Rogersi First
Sundayafter ChristmasDay- Communion

JANUARY 8, 20177 Matthew3:13- 17 - iiThe
Baptism of the Son of Mano T 1% Sunday after
the Epiphany

JANUARY 15, 20777 |1saiah49:1- 7 - iChosen
to Serv@ i 2" Sundayafterthe Epiphany

JANUARY 22, 20r7i 1 Corinthians1:10- 18
T fiUnity in Mindoi 3" Sundayafterthe Epiphany

JANUARY 29 20r7i Micah 6:1 - 8 - fiThe
Creators Courtd i 4" Sundayafterthe Epiphany
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Birthdays

John Wilkerson i 3
Ricardo Gracia1 6™
Elliott Cecil - 16"
Bobbie Balesi 22™
Judy Campbell - 30"

Janeand Ricardo GraciaT 1%
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